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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The voter education, voter engagement, and
advocacy efforts outlined in this report
exemplify Black Girls Vote’s commitment to our
mission of empowering Black women to activate
their voice by utilizing their vote. We were
incredibly excited and committed to leading this
instrumental work during the Baltimore Primary.
We worked tirelessly as what seemed like a small
idea—giving out fun boxes with voter
information—turned into the groundbreaking
“Party at the Mailbox” campaign that reached
thousands and brought the Baltimore community
together to celebrate the power of the vote.
We’re incredibly grateful for our community
partnerships highlighted in this report, namely
Baltimore Votes on this campaign. In the midst
of such unprecedented times with an ongoing
pandemic and a national uprising against
systemic racism and injustice, we found it critical
that we continue to engage voters and
demonstrate the power of community. In
preparation for what is likely to be the one of
the most important elections of our lifetime,
Black Girls Vote is looking forward to taking our
efforts national this November.

CONTACT US
If you are passionate about our mission of
inspiring women of color to use the political
process to improve the quality of life for
their families and their collective
communities, please contact us at:

blackgirlsvote.com/campaign
-groups-contact-us/
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STATEMENT ON PROTESTS
One of the biggest forms of protest is voting. Protesting is in
the DNA of our country and it's a vital and often necessary
action to express our collective desires.
Nyki Robinson, CEO and Founder of Black Girls Vote
In light of the current injustices highlighted in communities across the
country, it is crucial now more than ever to make our voices heard. It is
important to gather our voices at this time to lay the foundation for change
by mobilizing the vote. We stand in solidarity with the #BlackLivesMatter
movement and will work tirelessly to ensure that #BlackGirlsVote.

INTERN SPOTLIGHT
Assisting with the voter outreach and engagement efforts outlined in this report are
three new interns:

Hoda Abdalla is a sophomore at
Harvard College studying
Government and is a summer
intern with Black Girls Vote.

Mackenzie Meadows is a junior at
American University
studying International relations and
currently serves as President of
American University's Black Girls Vote
chapter.

Chia Obilo is a senior at Harvard
college studying Human
Developmental and Regenerative
Biology and is a summer intern
with Baltimore Votes.
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ADVOCACY: OP-ED
On April 1, 2020, Governor Hogan announced that during the June 2nd Maryland Primary
Election, Marylanders would vote by mail due to the health risks and social distancing
parameters that were established in response to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. At the time,
there existed a need for Baltimore voters to be educated about the vote-by-mail process and
therefore motivated to participate in it.

On Wednesday April 15, 2020, Black Girls Vote CEO Nykidra Robinson, Sam Novey of Baltimore
Votes, and Danielle Torain of the Open Society Institute penned an op-ed titled “Voting during
a pandemic.” This was the first public statement to be released from Baltimore Votes in
collaboration with its partner organizations. We expanded our reach and our efforts were
highlighted by other news entities such as the Larry Young Morning Show, the Baltimore Sun,
Maryland Matters, the Baltimore Times, WBAL, and others. Coverage by these organizations
focused on the Party at the Mailbox initiative along with Baltimore Vote’s advocacy for fair
election procedures during the Baltimore 2020 Primary. This initial opinion piece emphasized
the importance of voters not having to choose between preserving their health and
exercising their right to vote.
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voter education events
Public Service Announcement (PSA)
To inform Baltimoreans on how to vote amid COVID-19 for the
April 28th Special Election, Black Girls Vote released an
advertisement to kick off the election and ensure Baltimore to be
safe, stay at home, and vote by mail. The advertisement included
MD Speaker of the House, Adrienne Jones, Former Lt. Governor,
Micheal Steel, Former Mayor and President of University of
Baltimore, Kurt Schmoke. Along with this, Former US Senator
Milkulski aired the PSA via radio to Baltimore listeners. The
advertisement received upwards to 22k views on Facebook.
On Monday, May 18, 2020, Black Girls Vote and Baltimore Votes
and OSI-Baltimore to released a 30-second PSA in anticipation of
voters receiving their ballots in the mailbox. The PSA aired on local
television stations and featured Erricka Bridgeford of Baltimore
Ceasefire, Marin Alsop of the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, Dr.
Thomas Scalea, chief physician at University of Maryland’s Shock
Trauma Center, the music of Dan Deacon. Posters advertising the
PSA were made by students at the Globe Collection and Press at
MICA. The PSA highlighted the importance of following health
guidelines and directed voters to resources that would clarify
voting by mail.
Other ads that ran from May 28-June 2 received over 38k
impressions. In total, all voter education PSAs and ads had a
significant reach - 1.8 mil. impressions across radio, TV and social
media.

Webinar for Black Women Led Organizations
We hosted a webinar that called on all black women-led
organizations and leaders to join us to discuss Election 2020.
Because of COVID-19, voters will primarily Vote By Mail and it is
important for organizations to know the facts. Organizations such
as Alpha Kappa Alpha, Nat'l Coalition of 100 Black Women, and
Delta Sigma Theta Sigma and more joined Black Girls Vote and our
special guests as we discussed what's at stake, essential
deadlines, ways you can get involved, and had an open discussion.
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voter education events (cont.)
Forum: Top Male Mayoral Candidates
Black Girls Vote hosted a conversation with the top male
candidates for mayor: Brandon Scott (D), T.J. Smith (D), and
Thiru Vignarajah (D). The forum was co-hosted by Joshua Harris,
VP of Baltimore City NAACP and had over 2400 live viewers!

Forum: Top Women Mayoral Candidates
Team Black Girls Vote hosted a conversation with the top
women candidates for mayor: Catalina Byrd (R), Sheila Dixon
(D), and Mary Miller (D). The forum was co-hosted by political
commentator Wendy Osefo and welcomed hundreds of
participants.
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GET OUT THE VOTE
In an effort to mobilize Baltimore voters during the Primary Election of 2020, Black Girls
Vote sought to engage voters in an innovative and creative way. In getting out the vote,
Black Girls vote set goals of:
Empowering Baltimoreans to vote by mail
Creating a sense of community
Educating voters on the current pandemic
increasing voter turnout

Thus, Black Girls Vote participated in 'get out the vote' efforts such as the No Boundaries
Coalition Car Caravan and the Party at the Mailbox campaign.

CAR CARAVAN
In light of mail-in voting, the No Boundaries Coalition invited Baltimoreans to participate in
a car parade to remind everyone to vote early, vote often and vote safely. Black Girls Vote
had volunteers and co-sponsored the event to get the word out. The parade got the
community to come together, decorate their cars, and bring their ballot to the box!
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VOTER ENGAGEMENT
PARTY AT THE MAILBOX
To provide Baltimoreans with the celebratory spirit associated with traditional in-person
voting, Baltimore Votes and Black Girls Vote collaborated on an innovative campaign:
Party at the Mailbox. This campaign aimed to educate Baltimore voters about changes to
the election system, empower them to participate in the democratic system, and create a
sense of community. Over 50 community organizations partnered on this campaign, and
there is nationwide interest in expanding Party at the Mailbox this November.
Boxes: To allow Baltimore residents to transform their home into a festive polling
place, Party at the Mailbox delivered over 2,000 boxes containing important voter
information to assist voters as they headed to the “mailbox” this Primary Election.
The boxes were filled with local goodies; cool posters and t-shirts; balloons; coloring
sheets; and more. They were a hit across Baltimore, picking up the celebrity
endorsements of Joy Ann Reid, A$AP Ferg, and Sonja Sohn. Over 3,000 Baltimoreans
registered to receive a box.
Party: In lieu of a traditional party, Baltimore Votes and Black Girls Vote hosted a live
stream election night party celebrating all those who voted. Special appearances included
MD Senate President Bill Ferguson,Speaker of the MD House Adrienne Jones, and
Reverend Jesse Jackson. The event hosted three local Baltimore DJ’s: DJ AirMax, DJ
Pretty Girl Tiara LaNeice, and DJ Quick Silva who got the party started with throwbacks,
classics, and everything in between! Partygoers gathered via Zoom and Facebook Live
decked out in their t-shirts. This was the largest election night party in Baltimore, with over
11,000 viewers during the 2 hour event!
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PARTY AT THE MAILBOX
“I voted!!! Thanks Black Girls Vote!!!”
-Tiffany Kendall
“This is an amazing campaign to get us out to
the polls. #kudosBGV”
-Shanay Sulton

WEBSITE
INFORMATIONAL PAGE
To direct individuals to more information regarding
Party at the Mailbox, an informational website page
with social media updates and videos was created on
the Black Girls Vote main page.
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"About a third of 2020 primary
election voters had not participated
in any of the three previous primary
elections, affirming data that
increasing the ability to vote by mail
improves turnout.”- WBALTV

Baltimore City had its best Democratic turnout in
a primary since 1987!
At the culmination of all of our voter participation and
engagement efforts was a historic June 2nd primary election.
The election saw an increase in voter turnout and more new
voter participation than ever before. In total, 157,589
Baltimoreans turned out to vote.
Numbers reported from MD Senate President Bill Ferguson:
Over 46,000 votes were of those who had never voted in a
primary
17,000 of those 46,000 votes were of those who had never
voted in a primary or general election.
These unprecedented numbers highlight the importance of
engaging and informing voters. To reflect on our efforts, we
created a survey on election experiences and plan to analyze
the results to make recommendations to the Board of Elections.
In this spirit, we look forward to expanding upon these
engagement efforts in the General Election this November.

Data reported by the Baltimore Sun
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ADVOCACY
LATE BALLOTS
Amid COVID-19, the State Board of Elections had the large task of mailing
ballots to about 4 million registered Maryland voters by mail. Two weeks
before Election Day, many Baltimore Voters had yet to receive either their
ballots or a clear explanation of when they could expect them to arrive.
Thus, on Tuesday, May 19, 2020, Black Girls Vote, Baltimore Votes, and OSIBaltimore released a statement about the delay of Baltimore City ballots.
The statement raised awareness about the “lack of transparency and clear
communication from the State Board of Elections” and the undermining
effects these actions can have on the success of the vote by mail process.
BGV, BV and OSI demanded that the State Board of Elections take the
following actions:

Extend the deadline for counting Baltimore City ballots to June 8
Send a State Board of Elections representative to a Baltimore Votes
webinar to answer questions by May 26
Give immediate public updates on the status of Baltimore City ballots
Build trust in the electorate, particularly for marginalized and
disenfranchised communities by:
Increasing the number of drop boxes in Baltimore City
Offering voters who have not received ballots the opportunity to pick
them up
Offering drive-by ballot drop-off locations
As a result, Baltimore Votes organized a webinar, which State Board of
Elections representative Nikki Charlson participated in. Ballot boxes were
increased from 5 to 15 around Baltimore City, while voting stations were
increased from 4 to 6.
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ADVOCACY
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE SBE
The Primary Election took place June 2. While the election was largely successful, there
were a number of problems that directly impacted Baltimore City residents, including
reports of voters receiving incorrect ballots, long lines at election centers, and results
disappearing from the Board of Elections website without explanation. Black Girls Vote,
Baltimore Votes, No Boundaries Coalition, Roots & Raices, and the Open Society
Institute-Baltimore called on the State Board of Elections to take immediate action. On
Thursday, June 4, 2020, the partner organizations released a statement demanding:
accountability and transparency on all matters

a full and public recount of Baltimore City ballots
a full ballot canvassing process, observed in-person by campaign, community
organization, and state political party representatives
a public presentation of a thorough plan for the November election within 30 days
provision of resources for community-based civic engagement organizations that

educate residents on voting rights and election policy reform
Moving forward, Black Girls Vote along with Baltimore Votes hosted a Primary Election
Debrief webinar with the State Board of Elections on June 11. Additionally, we have
created a voter experience survey for Baltimore voters, which will be the foundation for
recommendations that we will make to the State Board of Elections. Thus, we are
confident that our actions will contribute to a successful November election.
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NEWS AND MEDIA

Black Girls Vote's initiatives were highlighted by eight news entities: WOLB’s Larry Young
Morning Show, WBAL, the Baltimore Sun, the Baltimore Times, Maryland Matters, the AfroAmerican Newspaper, WMAR-Baltimore, and WTOP.
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THANK YOU

Black Girls Vote would like to thank our partners in democracy who supported our
engagement, education, and outreach efforts for the 2020 Baltimore Primary Election.
Special thank you to: the National Conference on Citizenship, the Fund for Change,
Open Society Institute: Baltimore

SUPPORT US
If you would like to support us in our future
voter education, engagement, an advocacy
efforts, pleae donate at:

http://blackgirlsvote.com/donate/

