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WHAT IS ABALLOT MEASURE?

A ballot measure is a proposed law, policy, or amendment that is
submitted to the voters for approval or rejection. These measures
can cover a wide range of issues, such as changes to local
government structures, funding for public projects, constitutional
amendments, or specific regulations. Voters get to directly decide
on these issues during elections.

REGISTERING TO VOTE IN BALTIMORE

Toregister to vote in Maryland, you need a state-issued photo ID,
must be a U.S. citizen, a Maryland resident, at least 16 years old (but
can't vote until 18). You can register online, by mail, or in-person by
October 15, or register during Early Voting or on Election Day.

HOW TO VOTE IN BALTIMORE

<4 Early Voting
o October 24 through October 31 from 7am to 8pm.

Vote by Mail
“_ Request your ballot online by October 29 or print it gean QR for

from an email by November 1, and return it by mail moye‘\nfo

postmarked by November 5 or to a ballot dropbox.

Vote on Election Day

On Election Day, November 5, 2024, polling places

will be open from 7am to 8pm.
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State-issued photo ID is required to register to vote at the polls.
You should bring your ID with you in any case, though!

ELECTION PROTECTION HOTLINE

If you runinto any issues voting or have any questions, call or text
866-0UR-VOTE (866-687-8683) to speak with a trained Election
Protection volunteer.
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Maryland Statewide Ballot Measure

This question will amend the Maryland State Constitution. It is the
only question for all of Maryland instead of just Baltimore City.

QUESTION 1
Maryland Constitutional Amendment - Declaration of
Rights-Right to Reproductive Freedom

The proposed amendment confirms an individual’s fundamental
right to reproductive freedom, including but not limited to the
ability to make and effectuate decisions to prevent, continue, or
end the individual’s pregnancy, and provides the State may not,
directly or indirectly, deny, burden, or abridge the right unless
justified by a compelling State interest achieved by the least
restrictive means.

The ballot question would not change existing law, but would add a
new Article 48 in the Maryland Constitution.

The amendment is designed to protect the entire range of
reproductive decisions including birth control, in vitro fertilization,
fertility treatments and abortion.

A Vote FOR Question 1 means:

The Maryland Constitution would affirm that everyone has the right
to reproductive freedom, including the right to an abortion and that
the state cannot limit this right unless justified by a compelling
state interest achieved by the least restrictive means. Maryland’s
existing law regarding the right to an abortion would remain in effect
but could be changed by the legislature if the change were
consistent with this constitutional amendment.

A Vote AGAINST Question 1 means:

The Constitution would not be changed. Maryland’s current law
about abortion would remain the same but could be changed by the
legislature in the future.
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Baltimore City Ballot Measures
These questions will specifically affect Baltimore City.

QUESTIONA
Bond Issue - Affordable Housing Loan

The Affordable Housing Loan authorizes the city to borrow up to $20
million over 2 years to be used for affordable housing. Acquisition,
preservation, production of new housing, demolition, rental
assistance, housing counseling and project finance consisting of
loans or grants as well as other related activities are eligible uses.
These funds could be used to support the Affordable Housing Trust
Fund. (Source: Baltimore City Department of Planning)

A Vote FOR Question A:
Authorizes Baltimore City to issue up to $20 million in General
Obligation Bonds over two years for affordable housing purposes.

A Vote AGAINST Question A:
Denies Baltimore City authority to issue these bonds for affordable
housing purposes over the next two years.




QUESTIONB
Bond Issue - School Loan

The 21st Century Schools initiative (a nearly billion dollar initiative to
renovate or replace 28 school buildings) is a partnership between
Baltimore City Public Schools, the City of Baltimore, the State of
Maryland, and the Maryland Stadium Authority. This loan
authorization of $55 million complements that investment by
making critical systemic improvements, such as fire alarms, HVAC
systems, and other urgent needs in schools that are not currently
funded through the 21st Century Schools Initiative.

This loan authorization also allows renovation and replacement of
additional schools to by providing matching funds for traditional
State support through the Maryland Public Schools Construction
Program. (Source: Baltimore City Department of Planning)

A Vote FOR Question B:

Allows the City to issue up to $55 million in General Obligation
Bonds during the next two years to complement the 21st Century
Schools Initiative and to pay for additional school construction
needs.

A Vote AGAINST Question B:
Denies permission for the City to issue these bonds for school
construction needs over the next two years.
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QUESTIONC
Bond Issue - Community and Economic Development Loan

This loan authorization supports Baltimore’s efforts to revitalize and
stabilize neighborhoods and make investments that retain and
attract jobs in the City and increase tax revenues. Community and
Economic Development funds will be used to attract and retain
residents, jobs, and other investment. This loan is used to eliminate
blight through strategic whole block demolition; provide financing
and incentives for private investment; and improve the appearance
of commercial and industrial areas. (Source: Baltimore City
Department of Planning)

A Vote FOR Question C:
Gives the city permission to issue up to $50 million in General
Obligation Bonds over the next two years for revitalization efforts.

A Vote AGAINST Question C:
Denies the city the permission to issue these bonds to fund
revitalization efforts over the next two years.
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QUESTIOND

Bond Issue - Public Infrastructure
The Public Infrastructure Loan provides critical funds for upgrades
to public infrastructure including parks, recreation centers, libraries,
streets, bridges, courthouses, city office buildings, police stations,
fire stations, solid waste facilities, and information technology.
(Source: Baltimore City Department of Planning)

A Vote FOR Question D:
Allows the city to issue up to $125 million in General Obligation
Bonds for public properties & infrastructure over the next two years.

A Vote AGAINST Question D:
Denies the city permission to issue these bonds for improving public
properties and infrastructure over the next two years.
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QUESTION E
Charter Amendment - Baltimore City Police Department

In 2022, city voters approved a charter amendment that
established the police department as an agency of Baltimore City
government. While Baltimore City technically had control of the
department, city attorneys warned that a line in the city’s charter
that prohibits anyone from impeding the powers of the police
commissioner left the city open to litigation if the council tried to
influence policy by passing new regulations. Clarifying Baltimore
City’s control of the Baltimore City Police Department required more
steps. The 2024 General Assembly passed SB 894/HB 948 which
repealed a prohibition that exempted the police commissioner from
legislative oversight. The state law required the Baltimore City
Council to pass an amendment to the Charter of Baltimore City. The
final step requires city residents to vote on this Baltimore City
Charter amendment.

Arguments FOR the Amendment:
. It clarifies the role of the Charter and the City Council in their
control of Police Department.
. It gives the City of Baltimore authority over the Baltimore Police
Department for the first time in 164 years.
. The City Council will have legislative oversight over the police
department, especially to help implement the Consent Decree.

Arguments AGAINST the Amendment:
. Some worry that the City Council might meddle too muchin the
management of the police department.

A Vote FOR the Amendment means:
That Baltimore City control of the Baltimore Police
Department is legally established.

A Vote AGAINST the Amendment means:
That the City Council will continue to lack legislative
oversight over certain policies of the police department.




QUESTIONF
Charter Amendment - Inner Harbor Park

This proposed charter amendment would increase the amount of
land that private development would be able to lease along the Inner
Harbor shoreline. It would allow the land to be used to build 900
apartments, commercial and office buildings, a two-tier promenade,
and realign Pratt Street to accommodate the re-development.

Arguments FOR the Amendment:

« The Inner Harbor promenade, which is 50 years old and in need of
revitalization, could be transformed through a mostly privately
funded redevelopment plan. This would add density to the
commercially-struggling downtown area.

Arguments AGAINST the Amendment:

. There could be environmental and financial impacts to
increasing residential and commercial buildings in a City
flood plain.

. Better options for revitalizing the Inner Harbor could be
available. This is the only option currently being presented.

A Vote FOR the Amendment means:

That the developer would move their proposal forward, the amount
of land that could be built on would increase, and the City would
allow residential zoning on the land.

A Vote AGAINST the Amendment means:
That the developer would withdraw their proposal, the park would
not be expanded, and the City would bar residential use of the land.
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QUESTIONG
Charter Amendment - Community Reinvestment and
Reparations Fund

The Community Reinvestment and Repair Fund (CRRF) uses state
revenue from cannabis sales to support initiatives for low-income
communities and those disproportionately affected by cannabis
prohibition. The City Council established the Community
Reinvestment and Reparations Commission to oversee the
equitable distribution of these funds, which can be used for various
programs, including mental health services, housing assistance,
education, and workforce development. The recently passed charter
amendment ensures that the CRRF is a non-lapsing fund, meaning
unused funds will remain available for future use instead of
reverting to the general fund at the end of the fiscal year.

Arguments FOR the Amendment:
. The non-lapsing fund would ensure that all funds would be used
as intended rather than having used funds revert to general
funds at the end of a fiscal year.

Arguments AGAINST the Amendment:

- A non-lapsing fund restricts the city’s access to money during
economic downturns by locking funds into this specific purpose,
making it harder to address urgent financial needs. As aresult,
the city may have to raise taxes or reduce funding for other
programs to meet the requirements of the fund.

A Vote FOR the Amendment means that:
The non-lapsing fund for money from The Community
Reinvestment and Repair Fund would be established.

A Vote AGAINST the Amendment means that:
The non-lapsing fund would not be established and
Baltimore City might divert unused funds to the
general fund.




QUESTIONH
Charter Amendment via Local Petition - Reducing the Size
of City Council

This Charter Amendment, if adopted, would reduce the number of
Baltimore City Council districts from 14 to 8. It would require the
Mayor and City Council to adopt a redistricting plan. On average, the
current council member represents 41,652 people; under the
reduced size, each council member would represent close to 73,000
people, increasing the number of constituents each councilmember
serves by 75%. The political action committee proposing the
charter amendment was funded solely by David Smith, executive
chairman of Sinclair Broadcast Group.

Arguments FOR the Amendment:

« Reducing the size of the Baltimore City Council is argued to be
necessary due to population decline, as it would allow budgeted
funds to be reallocated to other needs and make city
government more efficient, potentially saving taxpayer money
by cutting council salaries, benefits, and administrative costs,
though no estimates are provided on the expected savings.

Arguments AGAINST the Amendment:

« Cutting the number of City Council districts nearly in half would
diminish representation by increasing the number of residents
per council member, making it more challenging for politicians to
address constituent needs, attend community meetings, and
advocate for local issues, which disproportionately affects
Baltimore's Black and low-income residents, while also favoring
wealthier candidates and special interests in larger districts.

A Vote FOR the Amendment supports:
Reducing the Baltimore City Council from 14 to 8
members.

A Vote AGAINST the Amendment supports:
Keeping the Baltimore City Council at its current
size of 14 members.
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ABOUT BLACK GIRLS VOTE

Black Girls Vote is a nonpartisan organization designed to
represent the concerns and interests of Black women. We are
not affiliated with any political party. We are invested in
ensuring that Black women are empowered to advance
education, economic development, quality health care, and
improve outcomes.

Black Girls Vote does not support or oppose any of these
ballot measures. They are shared for educational
purposes only.

blackgirlsvote.com AfMC
@blackgirlsvote |--"_;|;|--"l':
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o facebook.com/blackgirlsvote

Information provided on this Ballot Measure Guide was gathered
from the Baltimore City League of Women Voters’ 2024 Voter
Guide, Baltimore Votes, the Maryland State Board of Elections, and
the Baltimore City Department of Planning.



